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Loseuia Inruata. Lobelia Emetica. 
Emelic Weed. Indian Tobacco. 


As much has been, and now 1s said upon 


ithe New England States, and its properties|does not puke or evacuate powerfully, it 
have very frequently been subjected to the|frequently destroys the patient, and some 
test of practical experiment. times in five or six hours. 

It is found to operate as a speedy and active; Even horses and cattle have been supposed 


this herb, I shall here give what I find written emetic, and it often induces a most profuse to be killed by eating it accidentally. The 
upon it by others, and my own knowledge of perspiration immediately after being received specific qualities of this highly active plant, 


it. 

In Dr. Thacher’s Dispensatory, page 258. 
is the following :— 

* Losevia Inrtata. Lobelia Emetica. E- 
metic Weed. Indian Tobacco. The leaves.” 

The lobelia inflata is indigenous, [a native 
plant of America] and aunual, rising to one or 
two feet, with branched stems. The leaves 
are oblong, alternate ; slightly serated and 
sessile. ‘The blossoms are solitary, in a kinu 
of spike, ofa pale blue colour. It is found 
common in dry fields, among barley and rye 
stubble, and flowers in July and August ; its 
capsuies are inflated, and filled with numerous 
small seeds. 

The leaves chewed are at first insipi:l, says 
Dr. Cutler, but soon become pungent, occa 
sioning a copious discharge ofsaliva. If they 
are held in the mouth for some time, they 
produce giddiness, and pain in the head, with 
atrembling agitation of the whole body ; a: 
length they bring extreme nausea, and vomit- 


into the stomach. It has proved serviceable|promising to be of utility as a remedy, should 
in cases of cholic, where emetics were indi-|be particularly investigated by ingenious and 
cated. Ina variety of instances it has beenlintelligent men, that its rank in the Materia 
administered as a remedy in asthmatic affec-|Medica may be clearly ascertained. 

tions, and on competent authority we are as-| The following highly interesting observa- 
sured, that it has in general manifested con-jtions have been recently received from the 
‘siderable eiicacy, and sometimes provediRey. Dr. M. Cutler. 

more beneficial in this distressing disease than} + When I was preparing my botanical pa- 
‘any other medicine, From some of its effects,/per,” says the Doctor, “I had given it (the 
says an eminent physician, lobelia seems tojjobelia) only a cursory examination, and hav- 
be related to the narcotic plants ; to the ing some doubt about its specific character, I 
mouth and first passages, it proves acrid,jsuspected it to be a new species. Accidental- 
(having a hot biting taste) and highly stimu-|ly ascertaining its emetic property, I inserted 
lant ; its stimulous appears to be of the diffu-lit with the specific name, emetic weed. By 
sive kind, as Dr. Cutler, on taking it, expe chewing a small part of it, commonly no 
rienced an irrilation of the skin over the/more than one or two of the capsules, it 
whole body. Itis probably one of the mo-!|nroves a gentle emetic. Ifthe quantity be a 
powerful vegetable substances with which we |iittle increased, it operates as an emetic, and 
are acquainted, and no rational practitione:|:hen as a caihartic, its effects being much the 
will have recourse to it, but with the utmos'|same as those of the common emetics and ca 





precaution. ihartics. It has been my misfortune, the au- 


The melancholy consequences resulting/thor observes, {o be an asthmatic for about 





ing. ‘The taste resembles that of tartar e- 
metic. A plant possessed of such active pro-| 
perties, notwithstanding the violent effects 
from chewing the leaves, may possibly be- 
come a valuable medicine. 

It was employed by the aborigines as an 
emetic, and also by those empyrics who affect 
to deal in Indian remedies only. As a new ar- 
ticle it has lately exctted much speculation ir 





from the use of lobelia influsa, as lately ad fien years, I have made trial of a great va- 


ministered by the adventurous hand of a note. riety of the usual remedies with very little 
Empiric, have justly excited considerable in | onefit. Ip several paroxysins, | had found 
terest, and furnished alarming examples of it-|immediate relief more frequently than from 
deleterious properties and fatal effects. The |any thing else, from the skunk-cabbage. ‘The 
dose in which he is said usually to prescrib: |iast summer | bad the severest attack lever 
it, and frequently with impunity, is a common expenenced. It commenced early in Ancust, 
tea-spoon full of the powdered seeds esfand continued about elt weeks, Dr,-Dru- 


‘eaves, and often repeated. If the medicis |ry, of Marblehead, also an asthmatig, hud 
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made use of a tincture of the Indian tobacco. 
by the advice of friend, in a severe parox 
vem @ariy in (he suring It gave him imme 
thele revel, and fin has heen entirely fre: 
from the complaint from tha! time. 

“1 had a tincture made of the fresh plant 
and took care to have the spirit fully satura 
ted, which I think iv important. Ina parox 
ysm which pechaps was as severe as [ eve: 
experienced, the difficulty of breathing ex 
treme, and after it had continued for a consid- 
erable time, I took a table spoonful. In three 
or four minutes my breathing was as free a- 
it ever was, but felt no nausea at the stomach 
In ten minutes I took another spoonful, whic! 
occasioned sickness. After ten minutes 
took the third, which produced sensible et 
fects upon the coats of the stomach, and a 
very little moderate puking, and a kind o/ 
prickly sensation through the whole sysiem. 
even to the extremities of the fingers and toes. 
The urinary passage was perceptibly affect- 
ed by producing a smarting sensation in pass- 
ing urine, which was probably provoked by 
stirmulous upon the bladder. But all these sen 
ations very soon subsided, and a vigor seemed 
to be restored to the constitution, which I had 
not experienced for years. J have not since 
had a paroxysm, and only a few times some 
small symptoms of asthma. Besides the vio- 
Jent attacks, | had scarcely passed a nigh: 
without more or less of it, and often so as not 
to be able to lie in bed. Since that time, | 
have enjoyed as good health as, perhaps, be- 
fore the first attack. 


“Thave given you this minute detail of myja pectoral it has been found useful in con- 


own case, from an apprehension that this 
plant, judiciously employed, may approach 
nearer to a specific, in this most distressing 
complaint, than any other that has been yet 
discovered. ButIam aware much further 
experiment is necessary to ascertain its rea! 
value. Several medical gentlemen have 
since made use ofthe tincture in asthmatic 
cases with much success, but the effects have 
not been uniformly the same. Ir all instan- 
ces of which Ihave had information, it ha- 
produced immediate relief, but the effect has 
been different in different kinds of asthma. 
Some patients have been severely puked with 
nly a ten-spoonful, but in all cases some nav- 
sea seems to be necessary. 

“ The asthma with which I have been af- 
flicted, | conceive to be that kind which Dr. 


' 
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Respiration, &c. alls the first species, “a 
onvulsive asthma from pulmonic irritation of 
Tused My constitution has hee: 
ree, | believe, from any other disorder thar 


serum.” 


vhat has been oc¢asioned by an affection o/ 
he lungs, anxiety of the praecordia, and 
-traitness of the breast, and other symptom 
rroduced by that affection. In similar asth 
nas, the tincture has heen as successful as m 
ny case. It is extremely desirable that care- 
ful experiments should be made by men of 
ceal medical knowledge. 

“* A particular case has been related to me 

fan effectual cure of the hydrophobia, in 
he last stage of the disease, by the use of 
this plant, I had the information from a man 
if undoubted veracity, that received it from 
he father of the young man who was cured ; 
hut facts relating to the case have not been 
sufficiently ascertained to assert it to be a 
remedy in this disease. Ina short time I ex- 
rect to obtain a more circumstantial and satis- 
factory account of this ease. 

‘¢ With the view of establishing an unifor- 
mity of strength in the preparation, the Es- 
sex District Medical Society have agreed, 
that the proportion for the tincture of lobelia 
shall be two ounces of the dried plant to one 
pint of diluted alcohol. 

“ The result’of subsequent practical ob-| 
servations has amply confirmed the utility of 
lobelia inflata in various diseases. In numer- 
ous instances of asthma it has procured the 
most essential relief, though in general its ef- 
fects were only temporary and palliative. As 


sumptive and other coughs, depending on 
mncus accumulated in the bronchial vessels 
hy exciting nausea and expectoration. From 
its very speedy «eration as an emetic, and 
its stimulating effects on the mouth and fauces, 
beneficial results might be expected from its 
use in croup and whooping cough ; and on 
some trials our expectations have been real- 
ized in this respect. It may perhaps be antic- 
ipated to supersede seneka as a remedy in the 
former, and antimonials in the latter affection. 
More extensive practical knowledge of the 
properties of this péant, and the various 
forms and circumstances of its administration 
is still, however, a most desirable object. 

* The leaves should be collected in Au- 
gust, while the plant is in blossom, and care- 
fully dried, and preserved for use. From ten 





Bree, in his Practical Inquiries on Disordered 





in general be found a suitable dose as an emet- 


‘c¢ foran adult, or it may be repeated in 
malier quantities. Asa pectoral it may be 
riven in powder or pills alone, or combined 
with other remedies, repeate:d in small doses 
ull an evident good result is observable. Of 
the saturated tincture, twenty, forty, or even 
sixty drops may be safely given children of 
one or two years old, increasing as occasion 
may require.” 

In the Pharmacopeia of the United States, 
published in 1820, by the authority of the 
Medical Societies and Colleges, is the follow. 
ing account ofa tiacture of Indian Tobacco— 
page 235. 

“Tincture oF Inptan Topacco. Take of 
Indian Tobacco, two ounces ; diluted alcohol 
one pint. Digest for ten days and filter.” 
From all said upon this plant, in these two 
authors, we notice the following :— 

1. That the emetic herb is a native of 
America, and a new species of mecicine, not 
known, excepting to the natives, till within a 
few years. 

2. It is evident that the Indians used it as a 
safe and useful emetic, without any bad con- 
sequences whatever. 

3. It seems by Dr. Thatcher’s account of 
it, that within a few years, the physicians 
have made practical experiments‘with it, and 
found it useful in opening the pores, removing 
cholic and asthma. 

4. Dr. Cutler of Wenham, found a cure of 
the asthma by it, and a restoration to health, 
which he had not before enjoyed for many 
years. Dr. Drury of Marblehead, found the 
same relief. Dr. C. considers it the best 
remedy for that complaint, of any thing ever 
before discovered. 

5. Dr. Cutler mentions one cured of the 
bite of a mad dog by this plant, which, deubt- 
less, is true, as this herb rightly administered’ . 
is an infallible cure in that case. 

6. It is here stated to be useful in the 
croup, whooping cough, &c. and the Doctor 
says it may be safely given to children, in 
tincture, from twenty, to forty, and even six- 
ty drops; and the powdered leaves may be 
given toa grown person, from ten to twenty 
grains, that is, about a common tea spoonful. 

7. The Doctor says that the various forms 
and circumst ces of administering this med- 
icine, is a most desirable object to be known 
by the physicians, though it is what they de 
not yet know. 





to twenty grains of the pewdered leaves will 
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8 It appears, that before Dr. Cutler 
wrote to Dr. Thatcher, he considered it like 
minerals, a very good and very dangerous 
medicine, so bad, that if it does not operate 


immediately, death is the consequence, some- 
times in five or six hours, and that horses and 
cattle have been supposed to be killed by eat- 
ing it accidentally. All this is false, and Dr. 
Cutler’s account of it, and Dr. T’s own re 
marks, after he wrote this dangerous part, 
proves that this part is not true. 

9. It is evident that the members of the 
Medical Societies and Colleges in tne United 
States, are convinced of its excellency, as they 
bave, in their book, published this present 
year, [1821] given directions as to the manner 
of preparing the tincture of it for use in sick- 
ness. 

10. The fact is, other men know much 
more of this valuable plant than the Doctors, 
and this knowledge they wish for, and doubt- 
less would be glad of it and the privilege of ad- 
ministering the same. 

In addition to the above, I here subjoin my 
experimental knowledge of the excellency of 
this remarkable plant; and what the reader 
finds here recorded, he may safely depend on 
as truth, and with safety administer it accord- 
ingly. 

The emetic herb, sometimes called “ In 
dian Tobacco ;* sometimes puke weed ; and by 


Dr. Cutler, lobelia inflata, is anative of Amer- 
ica. Ihave seen it growing plentifully in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
Maryland, and Virginia; and without doubt it 
is plenty in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware. Ihave heard of it in Ohio and 
Kentucky, and it is likely to be plenty in all 
parta of the United States. 

It isentirely awild plant, and cannot be 
cultivated in gardens. If it is sown, it is not 
certain to ever be seen again. _It sows itself 
like the mullen, in the autumn, comes up, and 
spreads out like mullen or winter grain, the 
first summer ; the next year it grows up from 
nine inches to two feet high, in description as 
given by Dr. Thatcher. It may be found by 
the first of July, but is not ripe till August and 
September ; at which time the leaves are a lit- 
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jyoung or old. "Phe seed is good when the 
leaves are dried by age, or killed by frost. 
The leaves are best to be gathered ina clear 
day, and when the heat of ithe sun is mos! 
powerful; though they may be gathered at any 
other time. 


It is nota plant confined to any soil ; though 
it is mostly found in old elds, | have found 
it in groves, in dry hot ground; in low lands. 
and isthe largest near streams. It may al- 
most always be found by the side of roads, par- 
ticularly turnpikes, which have been made 
several years, I have odserved it the most 
plenty in hot and wet seasons, and the largest 
in wet places. 

It appears to me that the seed sometimes 
lies in the ground for years before it grows ; 
as itis frequently tound where none could 
grow, until an alteration was made in the state 
oi the ground. I have frequently found it in 
corn fields, im fields of grain, mowing ground, 
pastures and door yards. It grows plentifully 
in Vermont, Newhampshire and Massachu- 
setts ; some in Rhode Island and Connecticut. 
Wherever the soil is rich ewough to produce 
food for men and beasts, there the emetic 


a | 


ihe liver and spleen, to help dificn'ty of 
hreath, bruises and falls, and corgealed blood 
in apy part of the body; to help the yellow 
jaundice, the dropsy, and black jaundice, and 
‘orelieve women newly brought to bed. Yuu 
may drink a quarter o; a pint (a gill) of the 
infusion every morning, It purgeth the body 
very gently, and not churlishty as some hold.” 
The bark of the root is of great use asa part 
of a preparation for removing callouses, corns, 
&c. [see vegetable ointment. } 
aa 0 ae 
CHOCOLATE ROOT .—the root. 

This is by some called evan root: and cho- 
colate root, because it resembles chocolate in 
taste. Thisis a healthy root, and many wise 
people in the country drink it instead of tea or 
coffee. In all cases of canker, this is good for 
young or old. It is a good substitute for hem- 
lock bark when taking the emetic, as directed 
in the Medical Pocket-Book. It should be 
gathered, washed, dried and pounded fine for 
use. 


WORMWOOD, 
This is a common herb, known generally. 





herb may generally be found. 


[To be continued. ] 


BITTER SWEET. 


cis, morral, woody-nightshade, felonwort. It 
grows wild in moist hedges; has woody, brit- 
tle stalks, and climbs on bushes. But if there 
be no shrubs, it creeps-along the ground, and 
frequently strikes new roots. It flowers in 
the months of June and July. The taste of 
the twigs and roots, as the name of the plant 


This plant was anciently called Amaradul-| 


ings. 


It grows by the way side, on mountains, and 
in gardens, &c. is plenty in various parts of 
America. It is a hot, dry herb, as hot as the 
blood, according to Culpepper. it is good to 
give in Stranguary, Surtess, Swelliogs, to re- 
istore the appetite, for the Jaundice, and to 
jremove swellings in ihe bowels. 





HOPS. 
The following account of the medicinal vir- 
tues of hops, is taken from Culpepper’s writ- 
Hops in physical operations are used 





expresses it, is both bitter and sweet ; the bit-'to open obstructions of the liver, {6 cleanse 
ter being first perceived, and then the sweet-jthe blood, to loosen the bowels. to remove the 
ness. Dr. Thacher says it was formerly in gravel and stranguary. The deéoction of the 
much esteem asa powerful medicine, though tops of hops, is useful fo clezase the blood, 
at present, the doctors appear to be unac-'to remove scabs and breakires out of the bo- 
quainted with its excellence. dy, to cure litters, ringwovms, and spreading 
The following extracts from Culpepper’s'sores. The decoction of the flowers and tops 
writings, printed in the year 1681, will shewlare useful in expelling poison. A syrup made 
the esteem people had for it at that time, injof the juice and suga‘y, is good for the yellow 
England and Germany. f jaundice ; it eases the head-ach caused by 
Being tied about the neck, is a most ex-'heat, and tempets the heat of the liver and 
cellent remedy for vertigo or dizziness in the! stomach. : 
head. “The country people commonly used) Were peowle to use more hops in their 
to take the berries of it, and having bruised|beer; and dunk more of it, and less ice punch, 
them, they apply them to felons, and thereby /soda water, &c. their health would resemble 
soon rid their tingers of such troublesome|that of yncient times, when people lived to a 
guests,” good old age, enjoying health through almost 
“We have now shewed you the externalithe whole journey of a long and useful life. 
use of the herb, we shall speak a word or twojl:; addition to temperance in drinking, it was 
of the internal, and so conclude. Take 8lsaid ;— 











pound of the wood and leaves together, bruise) “By work our long liv’d fathers earnt their food, 





tle turned, then the pod is ripe, which on ac. 
count of the seed, is the best time to gather it. 

One thing is very remarkable; the leaves 
are equally strong from their first appearance 


or pound the wood and leaves together, then| Toil strung their nerves, and purified their blood,” 
put them in a pet, and put to it three pints of 
white wine, put on the pot lid, and shut it 





The practice of bleeding the sick is becom- 


close, then let it infuse hot over a gentle firejing unfashionable, and was always irrational. 


twelve hoara, then strain it out, so have you| Giving poison to the sick, begins to appear 





until ripe, and may be used at any time, toj7 most excellent drink to open e@bstructions of to peopie as it is, contrary to cominon sense. 





ha) 


_ not experienced for years. 
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made use of a tincture of the Indian tobaceo. 
by the advice ofa friend, in a severe parox 
vem @ariy in (he serine It gave him imme 
thufe revot, anPohe has heen entirely fre: 
from the complaitt from thal time. 

* Thad a tincture made of the fresh plant 
and took care to have the spirit fully satura 
ted, which I think iv important. In a parox 
ysm which perhaps was as severe as [ eve: 
experienced, the difficulty of breathing ex 
treme, and after it had continued for a consid- 
erable time, I took a table spoonful. In three 
or four minutes my breathing was as free a- 
it ever was, but felt no nausea at the stomach 
In ten minutes I took another spoonful, whic! 
occasioned sickness. After ten minutes 
took the third, which produced sensible et 
fects upon.the coats of the stomach, and » 
very little moderate puking, and a kind o! 
prickly sensation through the whole sysiem. 
even to the extremities of the fingers and toes. 
The arinary passage was perceptibly affect- 
ed by producing a smarting sensation in pass- 
ing utine, which was probably provoked by 
stimulous upon the bladder. But all these sen 
gations very soon subsided, and a vigor seemed 
to be restored to the constitution, which I had 
I have not since 
had a paroxysm, and only a few times some 
small symptoms of asthma. Besides the vio- 
Jent attacks, I had scarcely passed a njgh: 
without more or less of it, and often so as\not 
to be able to lie in bei. Since that time, | 
have enjoyed as good health as, perhaps, be- 
fore the first attack. 
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Respiration, &c. malls the first species, “a 
onvulsive asthma from pulm ynic irritation o! 
‘fused My constitution has hee: 
ree, | believe, tron any other disorder thar 


serum.” 


vhat has been octasioned by an affection of 
he lungs, anxiety of the pracordia, and 
-traitness of the breast, and other symptom: 
rroduced by that affection. In similar asth 
nas, the tincture has heen as successful as m 
ny case. It is extremely desirable that care- 
ful experiments should be made by men of 
real medical knowledge. 

“* A particular case has been related to me 

fan effectual cure of the hydrophobia, in 
he last stage of the disease, by the use of 
this plant, I had the information from a man 
if undoubted veracity, that received it from 
he father of the young man who was cured ; 
vut facts relating to the case have not been 
sufficiently ascertained to assert it to be a 
remedy in this disease. Ina short time I ex- 
rect to obtain a more circumstantial and satis- 
factory account of this ease. 

‘¢ With the view of establishing an unifor- 
mity of strength in the preparation, the Es- 
sex District Medical Society have agreed, 
that the proportion for the tincture of lobelia 
shall be two ounces of the dried plant to one 
pint of diluted alcohol. 

“ The result’of subsequent practical ob- 
servations has amply confirmed the utility of 
lobelia inflata in various diseases. In numer- 
ous instances of asthma it has procured the 
most essential relief, though in general its ef-) 
fects were only temporary and palliative. As 


“TI have given you this minute detail of myja pectoral it has been found useful in con- 


own case, from an apprehension that this 
plant, judiciously employed, may approach 
nearer to a specific, in this most distressing 
complaint, than any other that has been yet 
discovered. Butlam aware much further 
experiment is necessary to ascertain its rea! 
value. Several medical gentlemen have 
since made use ofthe tincture in asthmatic 
cases with much success, but the effects have 
not been uniformly the same. In all instan- 
ces of which Ihave had information, it ha- 
produced immediate relief, but the effect has 
been different in different kinds of asthma. 
Some patients have been severely punked with 
enly a tea-spoonful, but in all cases some nau- 
sea seems to be necessary. 

“ The asthma with which I have been af- 
flicted, | conceive to be that kind which Dr. 


sumptive and other coughs, depending on 
mucus accumulated in the bronchial vessels 
hy exciting nausea and expectoration. From 
its very speedy «eeration as an emetic, and 
its stimulating effects on the mouth and fauces, 
beneficial results might be expected from its 
use in croup and whooping cough ; and on 
some trials our expectations have been real- 
ized in this respect. It may perhaps be antic- 
ipated to supersede seneka as a remedy in the 
former, and antimonials in the latter affection. 
More extensive practical knowledge of the 
properties of this péant, and the various 
forms and circumstances of its administration 
is still, however, a most desirable object. 

“ The leaves should be collected in Avu- 
gust, while the plant is in blossom, and care- 
fully dried, and preserved for use. From ten 





Bree, in his Practical Inquiries on Disordered 





in general be found a suitable dose as an emet- 
‘¢ foran adult, or it may be repeated in 
‘malier quantities. Asa pectoral it may be 
riven in powder or pills alone, or combined 
with other remedies, repeate: in smal} doses 
ull an evident good result is observable. Of 
the saturated tincture, twenty, forty, or even 
sixty drops may be safely given children of 
one or two years old, increasing as occasion 
may require.” 

In the Pharmacopeia of the United States 
published in 1820, by the authority of the 
Medical Societies and Colleges, is the follow. 
ing account ofa tiacture of Indian Tobacco— 
page 235. 

“ Tincture oF Inpian Tospacco. Take of 
Indian Tobacco, two ounces ; diluted alcohol 
one pint. Digest for ten days and filter.” 

From all said upon this plant, in these two 
authors, we notice the following :— 

1. That the emetic herb is a native of 
America, and a new species of mecicine, not 
known, excepting to the natives, till within a 
few years. 

2. It is evident that the Indians used it as a 
safe and useful emetic, without any bad con- 
sequences whatever. 

3. It seems by Dr. Thatcher’s account of 
it, that within afew years, the physicians 
have made practical experiments‘with it, and 
found it useful in opening the pores, removing 
cholic and asthma. 

4. Dr. Cutler of Wenham, found a cure of 
the asthma by it, and a restoration to health, 
which he had not before enjoyed for many 
years. Dr. Drury of Marblehead, found the 
same relief. Dr. C. considers it the best 
remedy for that complaint, of any thing ever 
before discovered. 

5. Dr. Cutler mentions one cured of the 
bite of a mad dog by this plant, which, doubt+ 
less, is true, as this herb rightly administered’ 
is an infallible cure in that case. 

6. It is here stated to be useful in the 
croup, whooping cough, &c. and the Doctor 
says it may be safely given to children, in 
tincture, from twenty, to forty, and even six- 
ty drops; and the powdered leaves may be 
given toa grown person, from ten to twenty 
grains, that is, about a common tea spoonful. 

7. The Doctor says that the various forms 
and circumst »nces of administering this med- 
icine, is a most desirable object to be known 
by the physicians, though it is what they de 








Ito twenty grains of the pewdered leaves will 


not yet know. 
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8 It appears, that before Dr. Cutler 
wrote to Dr. Thatcher, he considered it like 
minerals, a very good and very dangerous 
medicine, so bad, that ifit does not operate 
immediately, death is the consequence, some- 
times in five or six hours, and that horses and 
cattle have been supposed to be killed by eat- 
ing it accidentally. All this is false, and Dr. 
Cutler’s account of it, and Dr. T’s own re 
marks, after he wrote this dangerous part, 
proves that this part és not true. 

9. It is evident that the members of the 
Medical Societies and Colleges in tae United 
States, are convinced of its excellency, as they 
bave, in their book, published this present 
year, [1821] given directions as to the manner 
of preparing the tincture of it for use in sick- 
ness. 

10. The fact is, other men know much 
more of this valuable plant than the Doctors, 
and this knowledge they wish for, and doubt- 
less would be glad of it and the privilege of ad- 
ministering the same. 

In addition to the above, I here subjoin my 
experimental knowledge of the excellency of 
this remarkable plant; and what the reader 
finds here recorded, he may safely depend on 
as truth, and with safety administer it accord- 
ingly. 

The emetic herb, sometimes called“ In 
dian Tobacco ;* sometimes puke weed ; and by 


Dr. Cutler, lobelia inflata, is a native of Amer- 
ica. Ihave seen it growing plentifully in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
Maryland, and Virginia; and without doubt it 
is plenty in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware. I have heard of it in Ohio and 
Kentucky, and it is likely to be plenty in all 
parts of the United States. 

It is entirely awild plant, and cannot be 
cultivated in gardens. If it is sown, it is not 
certain to ever be seen again. _It sows itself 
like the mullen, in the autumn, comes up, and 
spreads out like mullen or winter grain, the 
first summer ; the next year it grows up from 
nine inches to two feet high, in description as 
given by Dr. Thatcher. It may be found by 
the first of July, but is not ripe till August and 


MEDICAL NEWS-PAPER. 


ol 


young or old. Fhe seedis good when thejihe liver and spleen, to help dificu'ty of 


The leaves are best to be gathered in aclear 
day, and when the heat of the sun is mos! 
powerful; though they may be gathered at any 
other time. 

It is nota plant confined to any soil ; though 
it is mostly found in old Gelds, | have fonnd 
it in groves, in dry hot ground; in low lands. 
and isthe largest near streams. It may al- 
most always be found by the side of roads, par- 
ticularly turnpikes, which have been made 
several years, I have odserved it the most 
plenty in hot and wet seasons, and the largesi 
in wet places. 

It appears to me that the seed sometimes 
lies in the ground for years before it grows ; 
as itis frequently tound where none could 
grow, until an alteration was made in the state 
of the ground. I have frequently found it in 
corn fields, im fields of grain, mowing ground, 
pastures and door yards. It grows plentifully 
in Vermont, Newhampshire and Massachu- 
setts ; some in Rhode Island and Connecticut. 
Wherever the soil is rich ewough to produce 


leaves are dried by age, or killed by frost./>reath, braises and falls, and corgealed blood 


in any part of the body; to help the yellow 
janndice, the dropsy, and black jaundice, and 
torelieve women newly brought to bed. You 
may drink a quarter o; a pint (a gill) of the 
infusion every morning. It purgeth the body 
very gently, and not churlishly as some hold.” 
Mhe bark of the root is of great use asa part 
of a preparation for removing callouses, corns, 
&c. [see vegetable ointment. } 
———a 0 ae ——— 
CHOCOLATE ROOT .—the rovt. 

This is by some called evan root: and cho- 
colate root, because it resembles chocolate in 
taste. Thisis a healthy root, and many wise 
people in the country drink it instead of tea or 
coffee. In all cases of canker, this is good for 
young or old. It is a good substitute for hem- 
lock bark when taking the emetic, as directed 
in the Medical Pocket-Book. It should he 
gathered, washed, dried and pounded fine for 
use. 


WORMWOOD, 





food for men and beasts, there the emetic 
herb may generally be found. 


[To be continued. } 
—— 


BITTER SWEET. 


This plant was ancienily called Amaradul- 
cis, morral, woody-nightshade, felonwort. It 
grows wild in moist hedges; has woody, brit- 
tle stalks, and climbs on bushes. 
be no shrvs, it creeps-along the ground, and 
frequently strikes new roots. It flowers in 
the months of June and July. The taste of 
the twigs and roots, as the name of the plant 
expresses it, is both bitter and sweet ; the bii- 
ter being first perceived, and then the sweet-, 
ness. Dr. Thacher says it was formerly in 


quainted with its excellence. 
The following extracts from Culpepper’s' 
writings, printed in the year 1681, will shew 
the esteem people had for it at that time, in 
England and Germany. 

Being tied about the neck, is a most ex- 
cellent remedy for vertigo or dizziness in the! 
head. ‘The country people commonly used 
to take the berries of it, and having bruised 
them, they apply them to felons, and thereby 
soon rid their fingers of such troublesome 
guests,” 


But if there}. 


This is a common herb, known generally. 
It grows by the way side, on mountains, and 
in gardens, &c. is plenty in various parts of 
America. It is a hot, dry herb, as hot as the 
blood, according to Culpepper. it is good to 
give in Stranguary, Surtess, Swellings, to re- 
store the appetite, for the Jaundice, and to 
remove swellings in the bowels. 





HOPS. 

The following account of the medicinal} yir- 
tues of hops, is taken from Culpepper’s writ- 
ings. Hops in physical operations are used 
to open obstructions of the liver, {6 cleanse 
the blood, to Joosen the bowels. to remove the 
gravel and stranguary. ‘The deéoction of the 





much esteem asa powerful medicine, though tops of hops, is useful fo clezase the blood, 
at present, the doctors appear to be unac-lto remove scabs and breakires out of the bo- 


dy, to cure litters, ringwo.ms, and spreading 
sores. The decoction ofthe flowers and tops 
are useful in expelling poison. A syrup made 
of the juice and suga, is good for the yellow 
jaundice ; it eases the head-ach caused by 
heat, and tempets the heat of the liver and 
stomach. 

Were peowle to use more hops in their 
beer, and dusk more of it, and less ice punch, 
soda watec, &c. their health would resemble 
that of “ncient times, when people lived to a 
good old age, enjoying health through almost 





“We have now shewed you the external 


of the internal, and so conclude. 





September ; at which time the leaves are a lit- 
tle turned, then the pod is ripe, which on ac. 
count of the seed, is the best time to gather it. 

One thing is very remarkable; the leaves 
are equally strong from their first appearance 


or pound the wood and leaves together, then 
put them ina pet, and put to it three pints of 
white wine, put on the pot lid, and shut it 
close, then let it infuse hot over a gentle fire, 
twelve honra, then strain it out, so have you 





the whole journey of a long and useful life. 


use of the herb, we shall speak a word or twOil.: addition to temperance in drinking, it was 
Take alsaid ;— 
pound of the wood and leaves together, bruise, 


“By work our long liv’d fathers earnt their food, 
Toil strung their nerves, and purified their blood.” 





The practice of bleeding the sick is becom- 
ing unfashionable, and was always irrational. 
Giving poison to the sick, begins to appear 





aatil ripe, and may be used at any time, toj7 most excellent drink to open ebstructions of to peopie as it is, contrary to cominon sense. 
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PASHIONABLE MEDICINES. 
*Sulphuretum Hydrargyrt Nigrum. Black Sul- 
phuret of Quicksilver. Ethiops Mineral. 


Take of Purified Quicksilver, Sublimed 
Sulphur, each equal weights, grind them to- 
gether ina glass mortar with a glass pestle, 
ull the globules of quicksilver totally disap- 
pear. 

This is, perhaps, the most inactive of the 
mercurial preparations. 
as an alternative in glandular affections and in 
cutaneous diseases. As an anthelmintic, it is 
sometimes given in a dose of five or ten grains, 
according to the age. But even in doses of 

b several drachms, continued for a considerable 
length of time, it has scarcely produced any 
sensible effect.” [ Dispensatory, page 454. 

What is all this good for, according to the 
above? Nothing. It is inactive, and does not 
produce any sensible effect. It must be lke 
the Dutchman’s razors, Made to sell, and not 
for good. 


~+ oO 


Strange Change of Disease. 


Not many weeks ago, I was told that a child 
in the neighborhood was dangerously sick 
with the typhus fever 
at the same house, I inquired after the sick 
child, and was told by the same person, that 
the child was dead, and that it died the next 
day afier my being there; and that the death 
wa’ caused by the dropsy in the head. 

‘(bis question was put to the person, Do 
you think that child died of the dropsy in the 
head? “The. Doctor saysso.” Is not this a 
great c ‘iosity, that the typhus fever should 


turn to tie dropsy inthe head in one day? 


“It surely 1” replied the informer, ‘but that 
is what the L*ector says.” 

One of two things is certain, either the 
Doctor did not Xnow what disease the child 
had the day before yesterday, or it did not 
die with the dropsy ‘on the head; as these dis- 
orders, | should thinit, could not change so 
goon. 

This isa subject which ought to be examin- 
ed. It does not seem to me possible this can 
be. The dropsy in the head and liver com- 
plaint appear to be fashionable complaints at 
the present day, and are considered incurable. 


It is principally used! 
|was What he directed, or something else. 


T wo days after, being 
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and the marks fer pounds, ounces, penny-wts,|drag-net has brought it down to the day in 


gfains, drachms, scruples, &c. 
‘Then visits his patient, thinks what is his 
disease, what his book says, if he knows; and 
writes to the apothecary; the named medi- 
cine is obtained and taken. Aflerwards he 
calls {o see hew it operates. All this time he 
has not seen what was given to the sick. 

Js it not possible that a young man may de 
all this, and at the same time if the medicine 
was shewn him, he could not tell whether it 


i ied 


CUSTOM. 


The power of Custom is so great, that eve. 
ry thinking man, in view of it, 1s filled with 
astonishment. ‘That which at first appears 
the most disagreeable, when it becomes cus- 
tomary, is attended to with candor, honesty, 
and perseverance; and finally fixes on the 
mind, as firmly as the colour of the Ethiopian 
or as the spots of the Leopard. The prophet 
asks the question, “ Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the Leopard his spots? then they 
that are accustomed to do evil, may learn to 
do well.” <A late writer said, “Custom is the 
plague of wise men, and the idol of fools.” — 
Men pay more attention to an old custom than 
to truth newly discovered. But for this, wise 





men would introduce many new and usefui 
things ; and this is what fuols fall down before 
and worship. Paul was considered unfit to 


change the customs given by Moses. 

By the power of custom, an innocent man 
was condemned to be crucified, and a murder- 
er released from the sentence of death passed 
in justice upon him. . 

What but the power of custom can make 
many things, under the name of religion, al 
this day, acceptable or respectable? Nothing 
else ; men pay their money and spend then 
time in doing things entirely useless, because 
it is the custom of the day, or of the people 
where they live. 

The same may be observed as it respects 
disease, the manner of attending the sick, £¢- 
The propriety or impropriety of a thing ! 
<carcely noticed. —WWhat is the custom? is the 
question.—The practice of taking blood from 
a sick man is bad, it is an injury ; but custom 





To me these two names appear & Cover for 
the want of better information, ‘did so they 
wrop ut up.” 





QUERY. 
ts it not possible that a young Doctor may 
be ignorant of the article he directs for the 
sick, under the name of medicine ? 
In the first place, he studies a book which 
describes disease, what must be given, in what 
proportion, and how often. 


says, “bleed them,” and it must be done. In 
any other case, to bleed is dangerous, but in 
sickness it is by custen considered safe and 
useful. 

Custom carries people to the apothecaries’ 
shop, to purchase ratsbane to destroy the rats, 


live, because he would, as the Jews thought, 


which we live. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


One of the Bishops of Ireland, died of late, 
by taking two ounces of laudanum through 
mistake. Doubtless thousands have died in 
the same way, by receiving the same through 
a mistake of the Doctors, who gave it instead 
of medicine. 

Tbree men were drowned in Boston bay, 
Sunday, June 30th, by upsetting the boat. 

A young woman was found dead in the wa- 
ter near Front street, on Wednesday morning, 
supposed to have fallen from the wharf by ac- 
cident or design. 


. 


—_——— 


Horr, Fear, Anxiety, & Distrust. 


"Tis virtue only that repels fear, 
and fear only that makes life trou- 
blesome. 

If you are disquieted at any 
thing, you should consider with 
yourself, is the thing ofthat worth, 
that for it [ should so disturb my- 
self, and lose my peace and tranquil- 
lity ? 

The keeping ourselves above 
grief, and every painful passion, is 
indeed very beautiful & excellent ; 
and none but souls of the first rate 
seem to be qualified for the under- 
laking. 

There can be no peace in human 
life, without the contempt of all 
events. He that troubles his head 
with drawing consequences from 
mere contingencies, shall never be 
at rest. 

The melancholy person always 
presages misfortunes. 

It were no virtue to bear calami- 
ties, if we did not feel them. 











THE 
MEDICAL NEWS-PAPER 
IS PUBLISHED AT 
No. 56, MIDDLE-STREET, BOSTON, 


and to purchase the same to cure their fami-levegy orHeR WEEK, AT ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. 


lies when sick. 

We hope the day is near, when people will 
come to their senses, and Jearn to distinguish 
hetween that which 1s rational, safe and use- 
ful, and that which is done barely because oth 








Next he Jearns how to write a prescription, 


er people do sa, or because custom, the fool's 


conveyance is practicable. ‘ 
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